


Sha yeiensamestbiniap teen 


he, 























Dona 





‘telnet cag 











TO THE EDITOR... 


“Pie in the Sky” Fine, 
But People Need Help Now 


Dear Sir: 

I have taken THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times for thirty years or more, and 
words cannot tell the help and bless- 
ing that have come to me, and to my 
family and friends through its pages. 
I think I have written to the editor 
only once before, and that letter, tell- 
ing a little of what the Times has done 
for us was published in the Times for 


November 3, 1956, under the caption - 


“Family Changed.” 

In all these years I have seen only 
one article with which I disagreed, and 
that is the editorial for July 8, 1961, 
“Pie in the Sky By and By.” To be 
sure there is truth in it, but it seems to 
me the generalizaticn is too broad. 

God has given me the privilege of 
witnessing and counseling among my 
neighbors, friends, and relatives, and to 
sit in home Bible classes, where there 
was no leader except the Holy Spirit. 
I have seen that when we approach 
people with the love and understand- 
ing that only Christ can give us, the 
mask is lifted from the smiling face, 
and the heart is bared. We see stark 
tragedy. where previously we had seen 
only a cheerful, carefree neighbor. Peo- 
ple have problems they cannot face, 
burdens they cannot bear, and ques- 
tions they cannot answer. People need 
help now. _One young mother said to 
me recently, “I do not know a single 
woman on this street who -does not 
take tranquilizers or some kind of pill, 
to get relief from her troubles.” 

Television has been called the “es- 
cape box” because so many people 
spend hours in front of it'so they will 
not have to think. One well-known 
Bible expositor, in speaking to a group 
of women said, “I do not know you, 
nor the circumstances ‘in which you 
live. . But I know this: Every woman 
here has a problem, lives with a prob- 
lem, or is a problem.” How true! 

People need to be shown that Christ 
is the Great Burden Bearer, and that 
He wants to help them now. I can 
recall case after case, in which a woman 
came to Christ because she needed 
help now, and as she was nurtured in 
the Word and made spiritual growth, 
she began to think much about a right- 
eous God against whom people were 
sinning—and that she had formerly 
been such. 

I have seen material things shrink 
to their proper place in the life of such 
a.one, and the new child of God has 
become aware of the lost condition of 
those around her. One woman, at an 
air force base, who found Christ in a 
home Bible class, found such immediate 
joy in the thought of eternal life with 
Christ, that she spoke of it very often, 
even when other’ topics were under 
study. Every time her husband flew 
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she was in terror that he would wreck 
and be lost, for he was an atheist. The 
average air force wife is so accustomed 
to her husband’s flying that she thinks 
nothing of it until his plane is overdue. 

I know that the Bible teaches that 
we are pilgrims here, and ambassadors 
for Christ, and I believe in presenting 
that truth, as well as all others. But 
I believe we must demonstrate that we 
have “joy and peace in believing,” if 
we are to be good advertisements for 
our faith. 

Perhaps I have become a little wary 
of people who sing about Heaven, be- 
cause this part of the country is filled 
with people who sing “Jesus Jazz” and 
“Religious Rock and Roll,” people who 
call themselves the “Glorybound Quar- 
tette” or the “Heavenaires,” and the 
burden of their ditty seems to be, “Look 
at me—I’m on my way to Heaven.” But 
their lives bear little testimony for the 
Lord! 

Yes, I must continue to tell my neigh- 
bors that Christ said, “My yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” But I also 
tell them that He is the Great Divider, 
and that they will lose some of their 
friends—even those of their own house- 
holds, at least temporarily—A West 
Virginia reader. 
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Hawaii Tour To Visit 
Pioneer Missionary Sites 


OU will find just the kind of va- 

cation you will like, with Christian 
fellowship and relaxation amid the 
beauties of Hawaii. The tour to Hawaii 
leaves Chicago October ft6th and re- 
turns there November 6th. Ten days 
will be spent in the islands, with day 
and overnight stops in the islands of 
Hawaii and Kauai, and the balance of 
the time on the main island of Oahu. 
The splendid Royal Hawaiian Hotel, 
regarded by many travelers as one of 
the world’s finest, situated right on 
Waikiki Beach, will be “home” for the 
party. Sightseeing trips, taking in 
everything worth seeing on these is- 
lands, are planned. Beauty, fragrant 
aromas, unusual sights, perfect rain- 
bows, and every man-made convenience 
is ever before the tourist to these 
islands. 

Visits to Seattle and San Francisco, 
with plans to see these two cities in 
detail, are included. Travel in the 
states will be by the Vista-Dome North 
Coast Limited cars of the Northern 
Pacific Railway westward and on the 
Southern Pacific eastward. The party 
will travel to the Islands in a mighty 


Pan American jet plane from Seattle ~ 


and will return to San Francisco on 
(Continued on page 716) 
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EDITORIALS 


September 9, 1961 (Lesson for September 24) 





The Brave New World at 
Sweet Sixteen 
By C. L. Sulzberger 


TEHERAN, July 16—Today is the sixteenth birthday 
of the Atomic Age and, at the present rate of indigestion, it 
is by no means certain it will live to its nuclear majority. 
Between growth of misunderstanding and inability to curb 
the spread of mass-destruction weapons, science may yet 
attain its ultimate accomplishment—death. 

The Atomic Age began July 16, 1945, abut fifty airline 
miles from Alamagordo, N. M. When the first fission device 
was exploded with a flash and a roll of thunder, Prof. George 
B. Kistiakowsky, an observer, said: “This is the nearest thing 
to Doomsday that one could possibly imagine. I am sure 
that at the end of the world—in the last millisecond of the 
earth’s existence—the last man will see what we saw.” 

It is possible that many of those who collaborated on the 
secret Manhattan Project may live long enough to enjoy that 
gloomy sight themselves. For, since that New Mexican 
birthday the Atomic Age has seen three powers besides the 
United States join in the fabrication of these ghastly arms. 
Enough nuclear warheads have already been made and stock- 
piled to provide the equivalent of ten tons of explosive 
power for every living soul. Ten tons was the size of 
World War II’s largest blockbusters. 

Pandora’s box is open, thanks to the brilliance of modern 
scientists, and thanks to the lack of brilliance among modern 
statesmen nobody has yet conceived of a way to slam it 
shut. Any atomic reactor can produce weapons-grade plu- 
tonium as a by-product of industrial use and atomic reactors 
for “peaceful purposes” are spreading around the earth. 
Approximately twenty-six countries will, within three years, 
be able to make nuclear arms if they so desire. They may 
not make many but, as de Gaulle has proved in France, even 
crossing the threshold matters. 

Already there exist such incalculably strong weapons that 
they are listed as begaton and gigaton in destructive capacity. 
For two years there has been public discussion of a neutron 
bomb which, as Senator Thomas J. Dodd said May 12, 1960, 
“would do negligible physical damage but would immedi- 
ately destroy all life in the target area.” ... 

Thorton Read said in a study made for Princeton’s Center 
of International Studies in December, 1960: “To expect the 
horror of nuclear weapons to insure peace, usher in the reign 
of world law, or secure the blessings of liberty for those 
unwilling to fight for them is scarcely less foolish than 
expecting a destructive war to establish the Four Freedoms 
or make the world safe for democracy.” 

During the past sixteen years the reality of the world has 
changed but the competence of those who administer the 
world has not. The political leaders have shown remarkable 
inability to negotiate on a different basis and for different 
aims, 

We live on the brink of a precipice so steep that its 
measurements transcend our understanding. Each side black- 


mails the other with threats whose ultimate implication 


means ultimate destruction. For potential victor, victim, 
and neutral this is an unreal dream. 

The world uneasily believes nobody in his right mind 
would. seek to attain political aims by courting suicide. 
Yet no assurance has been given that every chief of govern- 
ment is in his right mind. We continue on a basis of 
“crisis as usual.” Everybody talks about nuclear weapons 
and nobody does anything about them—except to make them 
deadlier. [Reprinted from The New York Times by per- 
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The Obligation of Orthodoxy 


| bahar Christians are aware of the importance 
of a correct doctrine of the Scripture itself. This is 
the foundation of all Christian belief and action. We 
believe in the full inspiration of the Bible; that this inspira- 
tion is unique in that it is not comparable with any other 
concept of inspiration such as that of a great poet or 
musician. The Bible is God-breathed, God-inspired. The 
Scriptures therefore are entirely trustworthy, not only in 
matters of faith but also in matters of history. There must 
be considered, of. course, the matter of interpretation. The 
Bible is God’s infallible Word, but to be that infallible rule 
to each of us, it must be properly understood. The conse- 
quence of all this is that the Scriptures are authoritative. 

Too often we stop right here. We are content with an 
orthodox confession concerning the doctrine of Scripture. 
We are determined at all costs to maintain this position. 
We believe in the Bible “from cover to cover,” but for 
many this is as far as it goes. 

But we cannot stop right here. If the Bible is God’s 
authoritative Word, then it is the expression of God’s will. 
Ignorance of the Scriptures inevitably results in ignorance 
of His will for us. But such ignorance is inexcusable. We 
have the Bible, we confess that it is God’s inerrant Word, 
we have the Holy Spirit to teach us, to illumine our minds, 
and to incline our hearts to obey the Lord. God holds us 
responsible to know and understand His Word and conse- 
quently His will for our lives. We shall only know God’s 
Word as we give ourselves to the thoughtful reading of and 
meditation on the Scriptures. 

The Bible, God’s inerrant Word, the authoritative expres- 
sion of His holy will for our lives, must therefore have 
priority in our interest and study. Our chief concern must 
be to understand this revelation and declaration of God’s 
authoritative will. The truth of God’s Word should be 
uppermost in our conversation with others, especially Chris- 
tians, and the focal point of our interest. This will deter- 
mine our education, our vocation, our recreation, our home 
life, because God’s Word demands acceptance, submission, 
obedience, conformity. The Bible is either a minister of 
life or death to each of us. Our obedience to God’s Word 
determines which it is. Just as obedience to Christ validates 
our confession of Him as our Lord, so our knowledge of and 
obedience to the Scriptures determine the reality and sig- 
nificance of our orthodox doctrine of Scripture. The obliga- 
tion of orthodoxy is obedience. 
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THE TIMES News Report 


The Story of the Week 


@ Neighbor on the Brink.—Twenty-four hun- 
dred miles southeast of Florida is the only 
English-speaking nation in South America. It 
appears likely to become the first Communist 
country in the southern continent. . . . The Crown 
Colony of British Guiana is a land of tremendous 
potential, in the area of the mythical city, El 
Dorado; yet it is almost totally undeveloped after 
more than 150 years of British domination. 
Guiana’s mountain streams yield some of the 
finest diamonds in the world, and solid gold nug- 
gets up to the size of a man’s head. It has vast 
interior grasslands, where cattle thrive. (But no 
enterprise in the interior is practical, because 
there are no roads. Beef must be flown out.) 
Guiana is one of the world’s major sources of 
bauxite, from which aluminum is made. No one 
really knows the extent of other mineral re- 
sources. . . . On August 22 British Guiana elected 
its first legislature under a strong new consti- 
tution. A majority of seats were won by the 
People’s Progressive Party (P.P.P.), headed by 
Dr. Cheddi Jagan, who espoused Communism 
while studying dentistry in Chicago. He is mar- 
ried to a fiercely Communist American woman, 
who shares the political limelight with him. 
Under the British system, Dr. Jagan will become 
premier. . . . The British Guiana election should 
have alarmed and aroused the American people, 
for a Communist Guiana is a far greater menace 
to the Western Hemisphere than Cuba. Being a 
part of South America, it is not isolated by ocean. 
To the west is Venezuela, to the south Brazil, and 
to the east is Surinam. (Many Americans think 
British Guiana is in Africa!) Dr. Jagan is a re- 
fined man of great personal appeal, completely 
devoid of the alienating crudeness of Castro and 
his followers. . .. When Dr. Jagan’s party was in 
power in 1953, the British suspended the con- 
stitution because of the P.P.P.’s Communist activ- 
ities. Mrs. Jagan was jailed for six months. The 
free world should have been fully alert to the 
menace of Dr. Cheddi Jagan. Yet American 
indifference is reflected in the fact that The Eve- 
ning Bulletin of Philadelphia reported British 
Guiana’s election way back on page 16... . The 
hour is late, but the situation is not irretrievable. 
British Guiana is predominantly (though pas- 
sively) Protestant. The Church of England, 
Church of Scotland, Seventh-Day Adventists, 
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Canadian churches, and independent missions 
have been in the colony for generations. The 
Guianese people are not Communists. Dr. Ja 
gan’s election is attributed to his personal attrac. 
tiveness and to racial loyalty (about half the 
population is of East Indian extraction, as is Dr, 
Jagan. The other party heads were Negro and 
White). . . . But what can be done? . . . 1. Secre 
tary of State Dean Rusk is said to have stated 
that the U. S. may withdraw its paltry $2 million 
annual aid to British Guiana. Nothing could 
drive Jagan to Moscow faster. Instead, we 
should embark upon a great economic program 
to help Guiana build roads, to develop its natural 
wealth, and to alleviate the crippling poverty of 
the people. Let us buy Guianese sugar to re 
place Cuban sugar. . . . 2. There is not one insti- 
tution of higher learning in British Guiana. The 
U. S. government or private sources should 
establish and maintain a university in the capital 
city of Georgetown. . . . 3. Let us organize a 
huge mass evangelism effort in British Guiana, 
spearheaded by such a group as Billy Graham or 
Evangelism in Depth, supported by Christians of 
all denominations. . . . 4. Let Christians contact 
and befriend Guianese students in the U. §. 
What a tragedy that Cheddi Jagan should be 
come a Marxist while studying in this country! 
Local chapters of International Students Incorpo 
rated and Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship can 
aid in locating them. . . . 5. Let us pray that Al 
mighty God will intervene, that evil men may 
fail in our hemisphere and throughout the world. 
. . . Our only English-speaking neighbor to the 
south must not be allowed to slip into the Krem 
lin’s orbit. 


@ RANGOON, BURMA.—The Burmese Parlia 
ment has approved a constitutional amendment 
making Buddhism the state religion. The move 
is a great setback to Christian missions that have 
been working in Burma for many years. 


@ ACCRA, GHANA.—A move to legalize po 
lygamy in Ghana seems certain to succeed. 
has been opposed only by church groups. 





Next Week... 
Special Music Issue a 
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Segregation and the Church 


By the REV. C. HERBERT OLIVER ) 


How is the Church involved in the 
current struggle for integration? An 
evangelical Negro minister describes an 
experience in a church, tells why he be- 
lieves the Church is failing, and offers 
some positive suggestions. While Chris- 
tians may differ on their approach to 
this problem, and while certain ele- 
ments seeking to end segregation are 
not Christian nor inspired by Christian 
motives, the writer’s presentation ought 
to help believers to be aware of this 
aspect of a most serious social problem 
of our day, particularly as it involves 
the honor and glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the witness to His name at 
home and abroad in and through the 
Church.—Ed. 


Negroes went to an evangelical 

church in a southern city to hear 
a lecture on Communism in Africa. 
One was a United States citizen, one 
was a Nigerian (a college instructor), 
and the other was a student from 
Kenya. Though they were not white, 
they felt safe in entering this church, 
especially since they came to hear one 
who was advertised as the official ad- 
viser to the Nigerian delegation to the 
United Nations. 

They entered the church and sat 
down to await the beginning of the 
service. They were not much disturbed 
by the strange looks on white faces. 
But the visitors soon learned they had 
made a mistake. Two ushers came up 


O™ Sunday last winter three 


and asked if they had been invited. 
When one of them said they had not, 
the ushers sternly demanded that they 
get out of the sanctuary. 

The Nigerian asked to be allowed to 
say a word of explanation, but he was 
told he could not say anything until he 
got out. The three then left peaceably, 
but very disturbed that they had been 
shamefully expelled from a church that 
has a strong missionary program. One 
of the three dark-skinned visitors was 
a graduate of a school supported by 
this church and a minister of the Gos- 
pel. Another is also a minister of the 
Gospel. 

Apparently the ushers were inter- 
ested neither in who their visitors were, 
nor in the Scriptural admonition,. “Be 
not forgetful to entertain strangers.” 
They saw three dark faces in their 
beautiful sanctuary and proceeded to 
get them out. 

What is the explanation for this type 
of behavior? What is the reason for the 
existence of such an attitude in the 
Christian Church? Since similiar inci- 
dents have occurred in many different 
places, we must seek an answer. 

Perhaps such attitudes are motivated 
by economic, social, and political con- 
siderations, but they are hardly attrib- 
utable to any one of these considerations 
exclusively. It does not seem reason- 
able that a white church member 
fears his economic status is threatened 
when a Negro enters his church. Nor 
is it reasonable to suppose that white 





The Reverend Mr. Oliver was born 
and educated in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama. He is a graduate of Wheaton 
College and Westminster Theological 
Seminary (B.D., Th.M.). He is an 
ordained minister in the Presbytery 
of New York and New England of 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church... 
He has served churches in Maine and 
in Bessemer, Alabama, where he now 
lives. He is the author of “No Flesh 
Shall Glory” (Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Publishing Co., Nutley, N. J.). 








church .members’ fears are based only 
on political considerations. Some may 
feel that the white man’s place in the 
world can be maintained only if segre- 
gation is preserved by law and practice. 


(Continued on page 712) 





and the radio broadcasters say nothing. “. . 


Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


WITHDRAWAL IN LAOS.—In the official magazine of the China Inland Mission for 
July there is a statement regarding Laos that reports conditions about which the newspapers 
. for us in the CIM, Lower Laos has been our 








SE 


Isaac, the delight of our hearts, ever since September, 1957, when we accepted responsibility 
from the Lord to evangelize its neglected tribes. At that time our first contingent of work- 
ers crossed the Mekong River from Thailand and began operations. Since then the Laos 
team has steadily increased to twenty-four workers; and a simultaneous three-pronged advance 
has been aggressively maintained. ... And now—withdrawal! Workers being evacuated. Sta- 
tions being overrun by the Communist-dominated Pathet Lao. Language reduction programs 
abruptly terminated. Doors that had been opened so widely are now closing. The few con- 
verts dreadfully exposed to evil spirits and evil men. . . . Laos has been our Isaac. If God 
desires that it be offered up, we are prepared to obey. We can trust Him to do what is best. 
He is infinitely more concerned about the tribespeople of Laos than we are. And, in the end, 
He will win. On what did our founder, Hudson Taylor, base his life and our Mission? The 
character of God and the integrity of His Word: promises He had made within the covers of 
the Bible. As a result Hudson Taylor was enabled to serve his generation. In like manner 
God will enable us to serve our generation. Recall Hudson Taylor’s logic: 1. There is a living 
God. 2. He has spoken in the Bible. 3. He means what He says. 4. He will do all He has 
Promised, This is solid ground: all else is sinking sand.” 








” September 9, 1961 (Lesson for September 24) 
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Director for North America, 
The China Inland Mission 


one.” This was the substance of 
a letter from a Hungarian Chris- 
tian in which he sought to summarize 
the Scriptural pattern of God’s dealings 
with individuals: three crises, three 
“forward steps” that a soul confronts as 
he faces his God. When God com- 
mences a work in a person’s heart it is 
not a once-and-for-all act that brings a 
man into a static relationship with God. 
Inasmuch as God is a person, His deal- 
ings with His creatures are on a per- 
son-to-person basis that deepens and 
unfolds with the passage of time. There 
is ever the sequence of challenge and 
response, interaction and obedience, in- 
ward growth and outward usefulness. 
What then are the three conversions 
to which this Hungarian Christian re- 
ferred? 


° 
oe one” conversions instead of 


Three Conversions 

First, the personal conversion, or 
what thé Bible calls the new birth. 
This is the basic conversion experience 
(Matt. 18:3; John 3:3, etc.) to which 
Christians down through the centuries 
have given glad personal testimony. 
By God’s grace and the Gospel the 
creature confronts his Creator and Re- 
deemer. He stands naked and guilty 
before the One who was crucified, 
buried, and raised from the dead on 
his behalf. He begins to understand, 
however imperfectly, that Christ took 
to Himself all his personal guilt and 
shame—unnecessary, innumerable, fool- 
ish sins, and the very root of sin—and 
exposed Himself to the wrath of God as 
a substitutionary sacrifice, an expiatory 
offering to satisfy divine holiness and 
divine justice. The sinner’s dawning re- 
sponse to this display of divine love is 
the wonder expressed by the testimony, 
“He took my place. He died for me.” 
This leads to repentance and faith, the 
inward repudiation of the self-prin- 
ciple, the acceptance of the right of 
Christ to control the life, the reception 
of Him into the heart by faith, and the 
subsequent life of ever-deepening and 
enlarging personal discipleship. 

The second conversion is that which 
issues in the Christian’s personal iden- 
tification with the people of God. While 
conversion leads to the experience of 
God invading the heart, this second ex- 
perience leads to vital participation 
with God in the midst of His people. 
The Scriptures are most emphatic in 
affirming that Christians are members 
of the Body of Christ, a called-out peo- 
ple, in the world but not of it. Its 
visible expression is the local church. 
Living the Christian life in the full New 
Testament sense involves recognizing 
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The Purpose of God 


By ARTHUR F. GLASSER, D.D. 


|. The Old Testament 


that one has no right to a solitary spir- 
itual experience. He belongs to all his 
brethren. They are to share one an- 
other’s joys and bear one another’s bur- 
dens. They sustain one another by 
recognizing the corporateness of their 
existence while on the earth. Theirs is 
not a casual relationship to the local 
church, but rather a deep commitment 
to its Lord, that its life and testimony 
might be strengthened by their pres- 
ence, prayers, participation, and finan- 
cial support. , 

The third conversion is to God’s over- 
all purpose in history. According to 
the record of Scripture, this purpose 
has been unfolding in successive peri- 
ods. God has been working among 
men and nations in the past. He is 
working today throughout the earth. 
He will work tomorrow and the day 
after, until His purpose achieves full- 
ness and completion. This purpose is 
so vast and all-embracing that it is un- 
thinkable but that God has designed a 
service and sphere for every one of His 
people in its onward movement. None 
are intended by Him to occupy the role 








Prayer Before Study 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


ET Thy Spirit teach me, Lord, 

As I bow before Thy Word; 
Author of the sacred page, 
All my being now engage. 
I am darkness, Thou art light: 
Quicken Thou my inward sight; 
Let Thy Spirit’s grace be given; 
Break to me the Bread of Heaven. 


Touch my eyes, that I may see 

All the truth Thou hast for me; 

Here within His written Word, 

May I find my living Lord. 
Touch my heart, that I may learn 
For Thy holiness to yearn; 

Kindle there Thy deep desire 

For a life made pure by fire. 


Touch my mind to understand 

All that Thou for me hast planned; 
Help me find my humble place 

In Thy purposes of grace. 

Touch my will, that I may bow 

To the truth Thou giv’st me now; 

Help me walk the pilgrim way 

In obedience day by day. 


Touch my lips to tell abroad 

All the mercies of my God; 

Let my life adorn my word— 
Only Christ be seen and heard. 
Let Thy Spirit teach me now 

As before Thy Word I bow; 
With Thy holy fullness fill; 
Work in me Thy perfect will. 





God’s purpose was fulfilled in those 
who by faith “stepped out of medi- 
ocrity into usefulness.” 


of the spectator. All are to be partici- 
pants. 

For this reason every Christian young 
person should ask certain questions of 
his Lord and Saviour. “Why have You 
brought me to Yourself while I am still 
young? Why have I been born in the 
West? Why have I been given certain 
cultural and academic advantages?” To 
ask questions such as these is to ex- 
perience a growing burden in the heart, 
A hunger grows to cast oneself at 
Christ’s feet to discover His will for his 
life. What is His choice as to the 
unique place that only he can fill in the 
world-wide purpose of God? 

In this surrender to the Lordship of 
Christ, one begins to experience the in- 
working of God in the new, exciting 
dimension of His purpose and _ steps 
into the stream of potential usefulness 
in his generation. His life will not be 
squandered in preoccupation with pe- 
ripheral matters of his own faulty choos- 
ing. 

What then is the purpose of God? 
Certainly, its ultimate objective is that 
He be enthroned in the midst of His 
creation, with all His creatures in 
happy submission to His will, and with 
sin, sorrow, and death forever removed. 
Only thus will be made possible that 
dynamic interaction between God and 
His own, the Infinite with the finite, 
that will blossom forth and unfold in 
the new heavens and the new earth. 

The Old Testament is the historic 
record of the preparatory phase of this 
eternal purpose of God. By faith we un- 
derstand that the worlds were created 
by His word. Genesis gives us the rele- 
vant particulars of the creation of order, 
light, and life on this planet, with its 
climax in the creation of man in the 
moral image and spiritual likeness of 
God. Adam and Eve—this innocent 
couple was placed in an ideal environ- 
ment, assigned a meaningful, construc- 
tive work, and provided with the 
possibility of a developing fellowship 
with God. 


Mystery of Iniquity 

Then came that which the Bible 
tersely identifies but nowhere fully ex- 
plains: “the mystery of iniquity.” The 
subtle deception of Satan, his succ 
temptation of Eve, Adam’s consent, 
the Fall. Immediately there followed 
an estrangement between man and God, 
and man’s sense of shame in god’s pres- 
ence. Nonetheless God’s love remained 
undiminished. He sought them out 
even though their reaction was one of 
withdrawal and dread. Ever since, this 
has been the fixed attitude of mam 
toward God. “There is none that under- 
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standeth, there is none that seeketh 
‘after God” (Rom. 3:11). 


Almost immediately after the Fall, 
the grace of God triumphs. In Genesis 
3:15 we find His promise of a solution. 
To Satan God said: “I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and be- 
tween your seed and her seed; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise 
his heel” (RSV). This promise is re- 
garded as “the fountainhead of all 
prophecy.” Christians down through 
the centuries have found here assurance 
that a virgin-born One will come who 
will deal with the source and fruit of 
evil. This first revelation of the vast 
redemptive purpose of God will have its 
climax when “all human history shall 
be consummated in Christ” (Eph. 1:10, 
Phillips) . 

Genesis 4 does not, however, record 
the Incarnation, the birth of the Im- 
manuel (“God with us”) in Bethlehem’s 
‘manger. Genesis 5 does not record the 
details of His marvelous life in Naz- 
areth, nor does Genesis 6 speak of His 
mighty deeds or authoritative words. 
Genesis 7 does not depict that rough 
Roman cross outside Jerusalem’s walls, 
with its silent Sufferer, spoiling Satan 
and his hosts, satisfying divine justice, 
and accomplishing man’s redemption. 
All these events and details would have 
been utterly meaningless had _ they 
taken place at the dawn of history when 
man’s initial revolt was still recent and 
its dreadful consequences only. barely 
surmised, much less experienced. The 
rift between God and man had only 
begun to assume grave proportions. 
Time was needed to witness its widen- 
ing and deepening until the human race 
was totally estranged, depraved, and 
completely self-centered in its isolation 
from Him. 


God Intervened 


After the Fall God withdrew from 
the human race and allowed it to plumb 
the depths of its own sinfulness. In 
time, there resulted a complete moral 
deterioration that necessitated God’s 
judgment in the Flood, and His deliver- 
ance of Noah and seven others. Then 
another period of degeneration fol- 
lowed that culminated in the apostasy 
at the Tower of Babel. Finally, after 
hundreds of dark years when it was 
fully apparent that man in his deprav- 
ity was incapable of altering his state, 
God intervened. 


He began by calling an_ idolater 
named Abram. God took this stranger 
to His grace and purpose, and through 
a series of personal encounters brought 
him out of idolatry, away from his 
home and family, and into a land He 
had chosen as the locale for His re- 
demptive acts. His purpose was to con- 
vert Abram’s heart, make of him a 
family, make of his family a tribe, then 
& people, and finally a nation and king- 
dom—a cultural milieu—into which in 
the fullness of time He might send His 
Son. His purpose was to reveal Him- 
self to this people: His nature, His 
Standards, how He might be personally 
known, how He ought to be wor- 


shiped and served, so that they might 
be prepared for the day when He would 
send His virgin-born Son. 

The remainder of the Old Testament, 
from Genesis 12 onward, records the 
unfolding of this purpose. It is also the 
record of Satan’s persistent efforts to 


thwart God by challenging His progres- _ 


sive revelation of Himself, and by cor- 
rupting, dividing, and in other ways 
destroying the people He had chosen. 
Again and again it seemed as though 
Satan would succeed. But again and 
again God maintained His purpose 
through raising up some man to turn 
the tide—often at the very last moment. 

This is of tremendous significance to 
the Christian who is burdened to ex- 
perience a “third conversion.” For this 
ancient record does not dwell much on 
the “first conversions” of people. Nor 
does it reveal much of the collective 
life that local groups of His people 
shared. Rather, its history is signifi- 
cantly selective. God appears to be 
concerned not with the existence of the 


many, but with the activities of a few. 
And who were the few? Those men 
and women who, on the human level, 
somehow came to realize that God’s 
purpose concerned the nation of Israel, 
its purity, its separateness, its fidelity 
to God, its readiness to receive its Mes- 
siah, the Lord Jesus Christ. These few 
were not content merely to know God 
personally, or to enjoy fellowship with 
His people. They were not content with 
“two conversions.” They had to relate 
themselves to God’s purpose touching 
their nation. As a result, despite much 
pressure and pain, they stepped out of 
mediocrity into usefulness. And they 
furthered in significant ways that which 
was God’s primary concern: the nation 
of Israel. Their faith, their struggles, 
and their exploits have the central 
place in Old Testament history. 
Numerous individuals could be cited 
to illustrate the selective principle God 
used in recording the history of Israel. 
Abram, the idolatrous Amorite, who 


(Continued on page 714) 


Christian Growth, Next Quarter’s Theme 


By JAMES W. REAPSOME 


OW does a Christian grow? Should 

he grow in his life of faith and 
obedience to the living God? How 
many Christians are growing? In what 
areas of life can Christian growth be 
demonstrated? 

These are questions that are certain 
to be raised in the course of studying 
the tests of the International Uniform 
Lesson Series for the last quarter of 
1961, which is devoted to “Christian 
Growth.” 

The Apostle Peter closes his Second 
Epistle with a warning about falling 
from your own steadfastness, and the 
way to avoid this is to “grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

If a Christian is not growing, he is 
retreating and falling away. There is 
no such thing as a “neutral” gear in the 
Christian life; it is either forward or 
reverse. 

Growth in grace is not necessarily re- 
lated to the length of time a person has 
been a believer. Christians never out- 
grow the simple elements of faith, 
trust, and obedience. Even decisions of 
surrender and consecration do not elimi- 
nate the need for constant self-examina- 
tion. 

Paul declares, “As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
ye in him: rooted and built up in him, 
and stablished in the faith” (Col. 2:6, 
7). Timothy was urged to “continue 
thou in the things which thou hast 
learned” (2 Tim, 3:14). 

Paul prays that we should increase 
in the knowle:jge of God (Col. 1:10). 
The question every teacher and every 
pupil needs to ask himself is this: Am 
I increasing in my knowledge of God? 


September 9, 1961 (Lesson for September 24) 


O Jesus Christ, grow Thou in me, 
And all things else recede! 

My heart be daily nearer Thee, 
From sin be daily freed. 


Make this poor self grow less and less, 
Be Thou my life and aim; 
Oh, make me daily through Thy grace, 
More meet to bear Thy name! 
—J. C. Lavater (H. B. Smith, tr.) 

Some of the truly foundational pas- 
sages for Christian growth will be 
studied next quarter: Philippians 3; 
Colossians 3; 1 Corinthians 12; 2 Peter 
1; 2 Timothy 1, 3; and Ephesians 4. 

Specific topics will include growth 
through stewardship, self-discipline, wit- 
nessing, Bible study, and fellowship. 

There will be much room for practical 
discussion. Teachers should aim to de- 
velop as much practical sharing as pos- 
sible. How have those in the class, for 
example, found that their faith has 
grown through personal work, or 
through giving? 

Teachers should have for their ob- 
jective: “teaching ... that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus” (Col. 1:28). This, of course, re- 
fers to maturity and growth in faith 
and obedience, which will be demon- 
strated in those practical areas of 
Christian living to be studied next 
quarter. 

Perhaps there will be new Christians 
in class, to whom some of these basic 
truths have. never been’ explained. 
Others will have heard them before, 
but to them come the words of James 
1:22: “But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only.” 

A helpful guide for some of the les- 
sons is The Way. By Robinson and 
Winward. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$1.) 
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love in the truth. 







the truth. 






in truth. 





the brethren, and to strangers; 








a godly sort, thou shalt do well: 






nothing of the Gentiles. 





fellowhelpers to the truth. 





THe KING JAMES VERSION 
3 John 1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I 


2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest pros- 
per and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. 

3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and tes- 
tified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in 

4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk 


5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to 


6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the 
church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after 


7 Because that for his name’s sake they went forth, taking 


8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be 


International Uniform Lesson 





GAIUS, A CHRISTIAN LAYMAN 


3 John; printed text, same 


9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to 
have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 
10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which 


Golden Text.—I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 
truth.—3 John 4 






he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not 


of the church. 


content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the breth- 
ren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out 


11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which 


is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth 


record is true. 


evil hath not seen God. 
12 Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth 
itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our 


13 I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and 


face to face. 


pen write unto thee: 

14 But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak 
Peace be to thee. 
Greet the friends by name. 


Our friends salute thee, 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 












The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 






Approach to the Lesson 
[orcs are several men by the name 





of Gaius in the New Testament. 

The one mentioned in Romans 16: 
23 had in Corinth been Paul’s host, as 
well as of a church that evidently met 
in his home. Another—a resident of 
Derbe, one who was evidently a mem- 
ber of Paul’s team who went with Paul 
from Greece to Asia—is mentioned in 
Acts 20:4. Then there was a Mace- 
donian named Gaius who went with 
Paul on his third missionary journey 
(Acts 19:29). The Third Epistle of 
John, our lesson Scripture for today, 
was addressed to Gaius. It could be 
that some of these references may 
apply to the same person. However, 
suffice it to say that the name “Gaius” 
is always fragrant with commendation. 


When we think of the Gaius of our 
lesson as a layman, we think of him 
as a nonpreacher. Perhaps we ought to 
call him a nonprofessional preacher, for 
it is certain that his life and conduct 
were a continuous sermon. His support 
of the Christian message was both gen- 
uine and generous. Though no great 
platform man, yet he was highly hon- 
ored as one who advanced the testi- 
mony of God’s truth. 

His story overflows with genuine 
brotherly affection, and it contains 
plenty of encouragement for each of 
us who today occupies a position in 
the church that seems to be incon- 
spicuous. 
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Verse by Verse 

3 John 1—“The elder unto the well- 
beloved Gaius, whom I love in the 
truth.” The elder, or elderly man, is 
John, the apostle. The word refers to 
both John’s age and also to his office, 
and he here addresses a friend named 
Gaius whom he had come to love be- 
cause of his association with God’s 
truth. 

Verse 2.—“Beloved, I wish above all 
things that thou mayest prosper and 
be in health, even as thy soul pros- 
pereth.” It is clear that Gaius’s spir- 
itual health was good. John expresses 
his interest in his physical condition. 
Perhaps this implies that his body was 
not at all robust, or it may be that this 
is merely a matter of polite inquiry. 
At least John recognizes the advan- 
tage of good health for this Christian 
worker. 

Verse 3—“For I rejoiced greatly, 
when the brethren came and testified 
of the truth that is in thee, even as thou 
walkest in the truth.” John had re- 
ceived a most heartening report about 
Gaius by certain brethren who had ar- 
rived. This testimony declared that 
this dear friend not only possessed the 
truth in himself but that he was walking 
in it. He held the truth, and it also 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“These things have I spoken un- 
to you, that my joy might remain 
in you, and that your joy might 
be full” (John 15:11). 





























held him. His daily conduct was gov- 
erned by it. 

Verse 4.—“I have no greater joy than 
to hear that my children walk in truth.” 
This is a remarkable statement, and 
simply means, of course, that John’s 
supreme joy lay in the response of his 
converts to the truth. To have healthy 
spiritual sons brought unequalled glad- 
ness. The Christian is not only Heaven- 
born and Heaven-bound but should also 
be Heaven-bent. 


Verse 5.—“Beloved, thou doest faith- 
fully whatsoever thou doest to the 
brethren, and to strangers.” The apos- 
tle here commended Gaius for his prac- 
tical and genuine ministry toward the 
brethren who came his way. Some of 
these were even strangers to him. He 
did not treat these with cold suspicion, 
but greeted them with warm brotherly 
affection, placing what he had at their 
disposal. 

Verse 6—“Which have borne witness 


of thy charity before the church: whom 


if thou bring ... on their journey after 
a godly sort, thou shalt do well.” These 
itinerants had brought back to the 
church where John was in fellowship 
a glowing report on Gaius. The Elder 
here passed on to his friend this word 
of encouragement, and at the same time 
gave a little word of exhortation. Let 
him continue to assist these traveling 
Gospel preachers in a manner worthy 
of God. This latter is the meaning of 
the phrase, “after a godly sort.” The 
motive was to be as unto God Himself. 

Verse 7.—“Because that for his name’s 
sake they went forth, taking nothing 
of the Gentiles.” 
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reason for the advice just given. These 
servants had gone out into the midst 
of a world of lost souls “for the sake 
of the Name” (A.S.V.). This was the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Their 
own names mattered nothing; His name 
was everything. Nor did they receive 
their support from the non-Christian 
world. 

Verse 8.—“We therefore ought to re- 
ceive such, that we might be fellow- 
helpers to the truth.” The preceding 
statement tells how these earnest mis- 
sionaries were not supported. This 
statement declares how they were sup- 
ported. The Christians had a very real 
obligation toward them. Their homes, 
their provisions, their purses, and their 
hearts should be open to them. In so 
doing they would be fellow workers 
with the very truth of God itself. 


Verse 9.—“I wrote unto the church: 
but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the 
preeminence among them, receiveth us 
nt.” Evidently John had written to 
the church along this very line, or pos- 
sibly to commend the good Demetrius 
(see v. 12). The self-important Diot- 
rephes had an inordinate ambition for 
self-glory, and was the virtual dictator 
of the company. He ignored the truth 
that Christ is the Church’s head, and 
the only one worthy of the pre-eminence 
(see Col. 1:18). 


Verse 10.—“Wherefore, if I come, I 
will remember his deeds . . . prating 
against us .. . and not content therewith, 
neither doth he himself receive the 
brethren, and forbiddeth them _ that 
would, and casteth them out of the 
church.” John speaks here as an au- 
thoritative apostle of Christ. If he de- 
aided to come it would fare ill for the 
domineering Diotrephes, for John’s ex- 
posure of him would issue in his com- 
plete discomfiture. Assuming that the 
assembly was his own property, this 
man not only refused to welcome the 
visiting believers but actually ejected 
any who would do so. What high- 
handed action! 


Verse 11—“Beloved, follow not that 
which is evil, but that which is good. 
He that doeth good is of God: but he 
that doeth evil hath not seen God.” 
This exhortation derives special signif- 
icance from the context. The course 
of Diotrephes was certainly evil and to 
be avoided. He was not God’s leader 
at all. Gaius was to imitate good, for 
goodness is an evidence of a right re- 
lation to God. 


Verse 12.—“Demetrius hath good re- 
port of all men, and of the truth it- 
self...” Demetrius was probably one 
of these traveling preachers who pro- 
voked the strong disapproval of the 
haughty cleric, Diotrephes. He may 
have been the bearer of this epistle. 
Be that as it may, he was held in the 
highest esteem of all who knew him. 
Not only did he bear witness to the 
truth but the truth bore commending 
Witness to him—a tremendous asset for 
anyone. 


Verses 13, 14—“I had many things to 
write... but I trust I shall shortly see 


September 9, 1961 (Lesson for September 24) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


12. tember 17.—Titus, a Competent 

astor. 2 Corinthians 2:12, 13; 

7:6, 18, 14; 8:6, 16, 23; 12:18; 

Galatians 2:1-3; 2 Timothy 
4:10; Titus 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. October 1.—How Jesus Grew. Deu- 
teronomy 6:1-9; Luke 2:39-52 








thee, and we shall speak face to face. 
Peace be to thee. Our friends salute 
thee. Greet the friends by name.” His 
reason for not writing further lay in 
his hope for a face to face meeting in 
the near future. In the meantime, per- 
sonal greetings are exchanged, and 
John’s friends there were to be greeted 
by name. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Gaius was a beloved and influential 
Christian brother. He not only walked 
in the truth but he worked for the 
truth. This latter was accomplished 
chiefly by entertaining and supporting 
itinerant evangelists and teachers. ; 

Bringing deep joy to the heart of the 
Apostle John, who had probably won 
him to Christ (see v. 4), Gaius also 
brought joy to God and to his people. 
Though not himself a public preacher, 
he had dedicated his home and his ma- 
terial assets to Christ, and was prima- 
rily concerned with the advance of the 
Gospel through others who were so 
gifted. In this way he was a most val- 
uable supporter of the work. 

This commendable attitude of Gaius’s 
is all the more praiseworthy when it is 
realized that conditions in his local 
church were very far from helpful. In 
fact, they were thoroughly dishearten- 
ing. A carnal and self-willed man was 
dominating everything, being so intoxi- 
cated with his own self-importance that 
there was no room for the ministry of 
anyone else—not even the Apostle John! 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By C. Ernest Tatham 


HY do we call Gaius a layman? 
2. In what way does Third John 
balance Second John? 

3. What was Gaius’s spiritual con- 
dition? 

4. What were John’s two desires for 
him? 

5. Why was Gaius so warmly com- 
mended? 

6. Why were conditions in the local 
church so difficult? 

7. How were the traveling evangel- 
ists supported? 

For DISCUSSION 

1. How may we maintain good spir- 
itual health? 

2. In what practical ways may we 
be fellow workers with the truth to- 
day? 

3. How ought we to behave if some 
Diotrephes is dominating our church? 


(Answers: on page 706) 





Such a climate would certainly tend to 
smother any effective Christian activity 
on the part of the rank and file. Their 
reaction might naturally be, What’s 
the use? 

But even though the inflated Diot- 
rephes would not receive the travel- 
ing Gospelers to his assembly, Gaius 
welcomed them into his home, and 
probably helped them with their ex- 
penses when they went on their way. 
‘Fhus, in spite of the serious prevailing 
difficulty, the truth of God went march- 
ing on! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The loving salutation (3 John 1-4) 

2. The warm commendation, (vv. 5- 
8, 12) 

3. The sharp condemnation (vv. 9-11) 

4. The personal anticipation (vv. 13, 14) 


Topics for Development 


The Closed and Open Door Policy. 
Second John and Third John present a 
Significant contrast. Yet, the one com- 
plements the other, and they have a 
very real message for us today. 

In Second John we are commanded 
to keep the door of our home closed, 
whereas in Third John we are encour- 
aged to keep it open. In John’s Sec- 
ond Epistle we are warned against 
receiving deceivers; in the Third we are 
urged to receive and support fellow 
workers in the truth. In the Second 
Epistle we are put on guard against the 
foes of Christianity, whereas in the suc- 
ceeding Epistle we are encouraged to 
maintain practical fellowship with its 
friends. 

There is much anti-Christianity on 
the march these days, though it often 
parades in evangelical clothing. The 
believer .is to recognize its true char- 
acter and to refuse resolutely to lend it 
any support. On the other hand, the 
Spirit of God is still active and is pro- 
moting the testimony of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This activity may embrace 
many forms, such as preaching, personal 
witnessing, radio evangelism, Gospel 
literature, and so forth. With such min- 
istries we should have practical fellow- 
ship. And one way to do this is to 
encourage the Christian worker by 
passing on to him some of the material 
goods with which God has blessed us. 
Then, too,-we can pray for him. 

Can you think of other methods by 
means of which we can “be fellow- 
helpers to the truth”? 


Practical Applications 


The aged and venerable John in his 
warm letter to his hospitable friend 
Gaius clearly indicates how the early 
Christian evangelists and missionaries 
were financially maintained. They 
went forth for His name’s sake, he de- 
clares, taking nothing of the heathen 
(see v. 7). This reveals how they were 
not supported. But Christians have a 
definite obligation toward such. They 
should receive them and minister to 
them of their substance (see v. 8). This 
shows how they were supported. 

Taking nothing of the non-Christian 
world seems to suggest the soliciting of 


nothing. Paul accepted the generosity 
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of the heathen on the island of Melita 
(see Acts 28:2). Yet, on the other 
hand, he scrupulously avoided any pos- 
sible charge of covetousness or of a 
commercializing of the Gospel (see 1 
Cor. 9:18; 1 Thess. 2:8, 9). His material 
support was derived from his physical 
labors as well as from unsolicited gifts 
from various Christian friends. 

The Lord’s work should be supported 
by the free-will offerings of His people. 
To beg help from a Christ-rejecting 
world is to dishonor Him whose grace 
is so free. After all, earth’s silver and 
gold all belong to God (see Hag. 2:8), 
and He is therefore quite independent 
and self-sufficient. But to His redeemed 
children He gives the privilege of the 
giving of their material substance for 
the furtherance of His service. 

The Christian believer has a very 
real responsibility to support true mis- 
sionary enterprise, for in supporting 
such he is actually advancing the truth 
of the Gospel. This raises Christian 
giving far above and beyond any mere 
cheap charity. It dignifies the giver to 
the place of a fellow worker with the 
truth. 

Let us freshly embrace this glorious 
privilege and responsibility. 


Golden Text 

3 John 4—“I have no greater joy 
than to hear that my children walk in 
truth.” This is a powerful statement. 
To have spiritually healthy children 
was the acme of joy to this man of God. 
To walk in the truth means to be con- 
trolled by it from day to day, and to 
thus release and display it in terms of 
human activity. 

NorTH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 


Ay 4eNi 


~ 








: ae. 


& re 














SS BY 1 PSs 


“1 7 MISKe 


{\ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“.. . Gaius, whom I love in the truth” 
(3 John 1).—Gaius was such a common 
name in. New Testament times, that it is 
not positively known whether or not 
this Gaius was the same person as the 
Gaius of Macedonia (Acts 19:29), or 
the Gaius of Corinth (Rom. 16:23), or 
the Gaius of Derbe (Acts 20:4). 

Whoever he was, we know he was a 
godly, hospitable, and spiritually pros- 
perous man; which, after all, is the im- 
portant thing. 


“... be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth” (3 John 2).—John’s use of 
the word “soul” here proves that man’s 
soul is not his breath, as one religious 
cult avers. What sense would there be 
in John’s wish that Gaius might be in 
health even as his breath prospered? 

Man is composed of “spirit and soul 
and body” (1 Thess. 5:23). As a rule, 
considerable attention is given to the 
body, but often very little is given to 
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the spirit and soul. Gaius was a per- 
son who gave special attention to the 
need of his inner man; consequently 
he was in a splendid condition spir- 
itually. 

There is said to be a tribe of Indians 
on the Amazon River who at certain 
times of the year squat on the ground 
and refuse to move, saying that they 
are waiting for their souls to catch up 
with their bodies. Multitudes should 
do that today; but in John’s desire for 
Gaius, the order was to be reversed. 


“I have no greater joy than to hear 
that my children walk in truth” (3 
John 4) .—Because these words are God- 
breathed .(2 Tim. 3:16), believers should 
see beyond the Apostle John, and hear 
the Lord saying them to us. We have 
been made the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26). We are in- 
dwelt by the Holy Spirit, and have 
been made partakers of the divine na- 
ture. 

The Lord Jesus said: “I am the 
truth”; let us walk “even as he walked” 
(1 John 2:6). The Holy Spirit is the 
Spirit of truth; let us “walk in the 
Spirit, and . . . not fulfil the lust of 
the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). “Thy word is 
truth,” said the Lord Jesus to the Father 
(John 17:17); let us walk according to 
that Word (Psa. 119:133). Then shall 
we give great joy to the heart of God! 
Someone has said, “Don’t let your talk 
exceed your walk.” 


“Which have borne witness of thy 
charity” (3 John 6).—Gaius was hos- 
pitable and charitable to brethren, even 
to those who were strangers to him. 
And John assured him that he was act- 
ing faithfully in so doing. And more, 
that he would be doing well to speed 
them on their journey to make Christ 
known to others. Because they had 
gone out as traveling messengers and 
were taking nothing from the Gentiles, 
therefore, said the apostle, “We .... 
ought to receive such, that we might be 
fellowhelpers to the truth” (v. 8). The 
people of God should financially main- 
tain the work and workers of the Lord. 
The word “ought,” in the text, carries 
the thought of “should,” “must,” or “un- 


. der obligation to do it.” 


“Diotrephes . .. loveth to have the 
pre-eminence” (3 John 9).—To the Lord 
alone belongs the place of pre-eminence 
(Col. 1:18); henge Diotrephes was out 
of place seeking that place. What a 
character he was! 

“Unhappily, the spiritual descendants 
of Diotrephes are many. They may be 
found not only in the great denomina- 
tions but in the humblest Christian as- 
semblies, self-seeking, self-important, 
self-elected ‘bishops’ and ‘overseers’ 
lording it over their brethren and ar- 
rogating to themselves the right to say 
who may or may not be recognized” 
(Dr. H. A. Ironside). 


“Wherefore, if I come, I will remem- 
ber his deeds” (3 John 10).—There was 
a time of reckoning coming for Diot- 
rephes, when he would have to give 
an account to the Apostle John for his 
malicious words and actions. 

Christians should never forget the fact 


that “we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one 
may receive the things done in hig 
body, according to that he hath d 
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor, §; 
10). 


“Demetrius hath good report of all” 
(3 John 12).—In contrast to Diotrephes, 
we have Demetrius, who was filling his 
life with good works. We, as well as 
Gaius, are exhorted to “follow not that 
which is evil, but that which is good” 
(v. 11). Let us be followers of Deme- 
trius rather than of Diotrephes. 


“ . . we shall speak face to face” (3 
John 14).—Gaius would undoubtedly re- 
joice at the prospect of seeing - John 
“face to face”! Are we joyfully antici- 
pating the time when we shall see our 
blessed Lord face to face? 


Pace to face! O! blissful moment! 
Face to face—to see and know; 

Face to face with my Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ, who loves me so. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 705) 


1. Because he was not a full-time 
conventional preacher. 

2. While Second John urges us to 
close our doors against the enemies of 
the truth, Third John urges us to open 
them to its friends. 

3. Very healthy. 

4. That he should prosper and have 
good physical health. 

5. Because he was generous and hos- 
pitable to the Lord’s servants. 

6. A proud, domineering dictator, Diot- 
rephes was imposing his strong will on 
the church. 

7. They were supported by the free- 
will offerings of their fellow Christians. 

NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcESTED H¥MNS 


“Loved With Everlasting Love” 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“Living for Jesus a Life That Is True” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, who hast a place 
and purpose for each of us, help us to 
find our place in serving Thee. Show 
us how great and desirable it is to seek 
first Thy Kingdom and to share in get- 
ting Thy truth into human hearts. Help 
us to hide that truth in our own hearts, 
to live it out each day and to share it 
with others. Make all the members of 
this church and Sunday school happy 
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in serving Christ and winning souls. 





Bless and use our missionaries in dis- 
tant places, giving them a rich harvest 
of souls. Forgive our sins and short- 
comings. Help us to overcome our 
temptations and correct our faults. Fill 
us with loving concern for others and 
use us to bring comfort and help to 
many, for our Saviour’s sake and glory. 
Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 





= GOSPEL 2 


After the Lesson—There was a 
“prophet’s chamber” in the home of 
Gaius, a room for the preacher plus 
meals and a warm welcome. Gaius was 
a generous Christian layman of 1900 
years ago who did his bit in spreading 
the Gospel by keeping open house for 
preachers and missionaries. 

Two things are said about Gaius in 
verse 3. He had the truth in him and 
he walked in the truth. But truth here 
is meant the whole body of Gospel 
teaching; truth about God, about the 
Lord Jesus and the Good News of sal- 
vation from sin through Him. This 
truth had entered into Gaius and made 
him a believer in and a follower of 
Jesus Christ. His was more than head 
knowledge of the Gospel. He walked 
in Gospel truth, lived by it. He had a 
faith that worked by love and by his 
friendly hospitality to messengers of 
Christ, Gaius helped to get the Gospel 
out. We cannot all be preachers and 
teachers, but we can help those who 
are by our gifts, our hospitality, and 
our prayers. First receive the Saviour 
yourself, then live as a friendly helper 
of those who are giving the Word of 
Life to a needy world. 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 














The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
specimens a hy had agen, request from 
the Editors, e ae i Times, 
325 R 13th St., Philadelphia 
A list of the lessons for the "year 1962 
~~ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Irrefutable Evidence—I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my chil- 
dren walk in truth (3 John 4, Golden 
Text). At West Point Military Acad- 
emy a knot of students in one of the 
Tooms of the barracks were discussing 
the question of whether there was 
Teally anything in Christianity. Some 
Maintained that it was simply a good 
code of ethics; some claimed that it 
was merely an outgrown superstition; 


while some claimed that it was a real 
power in life. One of the men who 
was claiming that Christianity was a 
spent force thought to silence the ad- 
vocates of this religion by propounding 
what he thought would be a question 
too difficult to answer. He wheeled 
suddenly on this young advocate and 
said to him: “What is a Christian, any- 
how?” As quick as a flash the other 
answered, “Oscar Westover,” and all 
argument was at an end. If he had 
tried to give a metaphysical definition 
of Christianity, there would have been 
argument until midnight; but when he 
gave the name of that royal fellow 
student whose standing in scholarship, 
whose splendid athletic ability, whose 
genuine moral principles no one for a 
moment could question, it settled all 
argument. Whatever the skeptical stu- 
dent might say about definitions of a 
Christian, here was a concrete case that 
was unanswerable—From Dr, W. D. 
Weatherford. Sent by J. B. Dengis, 
Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


Right Kind of Love.—The elder unto 
the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in 
the truth (3 John 1). “You love to 
preach to men, don’t you?” said an old 
servant of the Lord to a younger 
preacher. “Yes, I do,” said he. “Do 
you love the men you preach to?” 
added the wise man. “That is still 
more important.”—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka,. Kans. 


More Like Gaius.—Beloved (3 John 
2). Gaius Was— 

Good all through (v. 5). 

Always hospitable (v. 6). 

In good health spiritually (v. 2). 

Upright and walking in truth (v. 3). 

Said to be “beloved” four times in 

this short letter (vv. 1, 2, 5, 11). 

What a contrast to arrogant, self- 
assertive, backbiting, inhospitable Diot- 
rephes! Alas! most churches contain 
a Diotrephes but not all are blessed 
with a Gaius—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Intelligent, Attractive, and More.— 
For I rejoiced greatly, when the breth- 
ren came and testified of the truth that 
is in thee (3 John 3). The last time 
the wife of this writer was in Lincoln, 
Nebr., in going across the street she 
was stopped for a traffic light. While 
standing there she was joined by a 
gentleman who is an .assistant at the 
City Mission. They chatted together 
for perhaps ten minutes. On his re- 
turn to the Mission, this brother re- 
marked to the Mission Superintendent, 
in reporting the meeting, “Isn’t it won- 
derful that there are still some intelli- 
gent, attractive women that want to 
talk about the things of God?’”—Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


Strong Arm and Bible—Beloved, 
thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou 
doest to the brethren, and to strangers 
(3 John 5). Deputy Inspector Conrad 
S. Jensen is a burly 230-pounder, and 
is 6 feet one inch tall. He is a crack 
pistol shot, and has been on the New 
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York Police force for 23 years. He per- 
forms his duties in one of the city’s 
toughest neighborhoods not only with a 
strong arm but also with spirituak 
stimulation. The Bible is his hand- 
book. It is not a rare sight to see him 
kneeling in prayer with a pair of teen- 
“It is the only real answer 
for any situation,” he says. “What 
most of these people need,” he com- 
mented in an interview, “is a little 
love and attention.” He has proved 
this in the 23rd Precinct, which em- 
braces Manhattan’s discordant, radically 
variegated, gang-ridden East Harlem. 
“I try to discharge my duties first as a 
Christian, then as a policeman,” he 
said. His office door is always open to 
any youngster who wants to see him. 
Jensen keeps a Bible on his desk. In 
discussions with upset families or: wor- 
ried teenagers, he often reads suitable 
passages from it. “I don’t believe the 
answer is in new houses and new play- 
grounds, but in new natures,” he said. 
“They can be changed, and only the 
Gospel can change them. The Gospel 
of Christ can change anybody.”—From 
Now. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N.Y. 


Words or Deeds?—Which have borne 
witness of thy charity (3 John 6). A 
deacon was asked to attend a special 
prayer meeting. A poor neighbor had 
broken his leg.- He could not work, and 
he and his family were in need of the 
necessaries of life. Prayers were to be 
offered in his behalf. The deacon said: 
“I can’t stop now to pray. But go 
down into the cellar, and get some 
corned beef, salt pork, potatoes, and 
butter. Take them over to the poor 
neighbor. That’s the best I can do!” 
“My little children, let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth” (1 John 3:18)—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Undisturbed.—Peace be to thee (3 
John 14). A certain man carried on a 
big business in the heart of London. 
As most businessmen do, he selected a 
telegraphic address to which the many 
“wires” connected with his business 
were to be addressed. And what do 
you think it was? It was this: “Undis- 
turbed, London.” And. he lived up to. 
it, too. No matter how worrying his 
work, in his heart all was calm, for he 
possessed the peace which Jesus be- 
queathed to His disciples—From The 
Home Messenger. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, 
Eng. 

we 


The converging trends of universal 
government, universal culture, centrali- 
zation of economic power in fewer and 
fewer hands, the increasing ability of 
man to destroy himself and his world 
by the powers of nature which he has 
harnessed, all point to a climactic focus 
at which God must intervene if the 
world is to survive at all. . . . Nothing 
but the advent of the King of kings 
and Lord of lords can save mankind. 
—Merrill C. Tenney. 
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OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


CHURCH WOMEN AND ORGANIZATIONS WISHING 
TO make money write for free catalog! Phillips, Box 
18, Shermans Dale, Pa. 








PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 














A Little Kit of Teacher's Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday 
school teacher. Some Sunday schools 
have provided copies for every 
teacher. Paper bound, 72 pages, 
40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we are going to read 
one of the two shortest books in the 
Bible. Third John was written by the 
Apostle John, to his friend Gaius. Read 








the first two verses of this epistle. 
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MANUAL OF VISUAL TEACHING 


Now the “Problem Class” is our “Prize Class.” 
They're even bringing their friends. Last week 
one of the newcomers remarked: “Say, your 
Sunday School's cool.” Why don’t you use these 
challenging flannelgraph -lessons to teach the 
uniform lesson to your juniors and primaries? 


—- 
right! 


Superintendents who want the best visual aids 
for their primary and junior teachers use the 


Here we learn that Gaius was pros- 
pering spiritually, and that John wished 
him prosperity and health. Many per- 
sons have healthy bodies, but souls so 
sick that they have no appetite for the 
things of God. If their bodies were as 
badly off as their souls, they would be 
in hospitals. The reason for this is easy 
to see. Many people, even Christians, 
take better care of their bodies than 
they do of their souls. Gaius did not 
make this great mistake. 

The first verse lets us know that 
Gaius was well-loved. We will find the 
reason for that as we read on. 

Verse 3 shows that Gaius believed 
God’s Word and fed his soul on it, for 
the truth was in him. The last part of 
this verse tells that his life showed 
what he believed. Seé how John, just 














Send FREE Sample 
MANUAL 


FREE CATALOG 
of S.S. SUPPLIES 


$2.50 per quarter. 





NAME .... 
ADDRESS 





CITY 





INC. 


Harrisburg, Pa. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, 


1522 No 3rd Street 

















Scof 
B 


Correspondence 
Course 


Noted Bible scholar says: 


“In my judgment the revised edition 
of the Scofield Bible Correspondence 


Course is an tmmense help as 
Bible study. It serves as an 


cated and purely understandable course 
in theology for the layman; and, it 
might be added, most ministers could 


also profit much by its use.’ 


-E Schuyler English, 
Editor, Pilgrim, 
Chairman, Scofield 
Bible Revision Committee 
Course divided into 
three sections: 


1—Introduction and Old 
Testament 


2—New Testament 
3—Bible Doctrine 
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More than 30,000 
have enrolled in 
this detailed Bible 
study course 
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STUDY 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN 
. . . who wants a deeper knowledge of 
the Bible and its teachings. 

. who wants to be a better pastor, 
evangelist, missionary, Sunday school 
teacher or Bible student. 

123 lessons printed in six cloth-bound 
textbooks, using same basic material 
offered in classroom teaching. 






a guide to 
uncompli- 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 
for illustrated fold- 
er fully describing 
Scofield course 


One of MBI‘s 33 correspondence courses 
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all Moody Corre- e 
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like Paul, rejoiced greatly in the spir- 
itual progress of those whom he had 
led to the Saviour, verse 4. 

Verses 5 and 6 indicate that Gaius 
faithfully showed kindness to other 
Christians and even to strangers, who 
spoke of his charity or love before the 
church. So Gaius was known for his 
faithfulness, his loving spirit, and his 
kind deeds. No wonder he was well- 
beloved! 

Let us read verse 6 again, and then 
finish the epistle. Remember, like all 
Scripture, these words were inspired by 
the Holy Spirit. Whom does John tell 
Gaius to receive? (Christian mission- 
aries who serve the Lord, refusing the 
world’s support.) 

What things are said about Diot- 
rephes? (He loved to be considered 
the leader in the church, so did not 
want the Apostle John or other Chris- 
tian leaders to come there. He said 
malicious things about them and threw 
out the good brethren who wanted to 
receive them.) ; 

What sort of man was Demetrius? 
(He had a good reputation, and John 
says that he deserved it.) I wonder 
if he could be the Demetrius spoken of 
in Acts 19:24 who caused so much 
trouble about thirty years before in 
Ephesus? If so, he had certainly be- 
come a new creature in Christ! 

In spite of the opposition of 
Diotrephes, the Apostle John planned 
to visit Gaius shortly. 

May we also be characterized by 
truth, faithfulness, and love, as he was. 

Here are some test papers on the peo- 
ple we have studied about this quarter. 
While you are writing the answers, I 
want each of you in turn to stop writ- 
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ing long enough to recite John 3:14-19 
tome. Thank you! 

(2) What was the only command 
given by Mary recorded in the Bible? 
(2) Give two reasons why we do not 
pray to Mary. (3) What did John the 
Baptist say about Jesus that attracted 
Andrew’s attention to Him? (4) Tell 
one outstanding thing about Andrew. 
(5) What was Matthew’s job before 
Jesus called him? (6) Why is the Book 
of Matthew especially good to show 
Jews that Jesus is their Messiah? (7) 
Name the sisters of Lazarus. (8) What 
did Jesus do for them? (9) Tell one 
thing that proved that Thomas loved 
Jesus. (10) What convinced Thomas 
that Jesus had truly risen from the 
dead? (11) How did Dorcas serve 
the Lord? (12) Who raised her from the 
dead by the power of God? (13) What 
great mistake did John Mark make in 
early life? (14) How do we know that 
Mark later made good? (15) Who was 
Paul’s companion during the Philippian 
earthquake? (16) What kind of man 
was Silas? (17) Where did Paul meet 
Lydia? (18) What two things begin- 
ning with h did Lydia open? (19) 
What sort of reputation did young Tim- 
othy have? (20) What did Paul say 
about Timothy’s faith? (21) What was 
the occupation of Priscilla and Aquila? 
(22) Tell two good things Priscilla and 
Aquila did. (23) Tell two hard things 
Titus was asked to do? (24) What 
about Gaius proved that his soul was 
healthy? 





Note to Teachers: Next quarter we are going 
to memorize the Scripture Catechism card “The 
Christian Life.” ler from Rapids Christian 
Press, 146 2nd Ave. S., Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
25 cents a dozen. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Gaius, a Friendly Christian 
(3 John 1-6) 


ERE are thirteen names. See if 
you can put the name or names 
you receive in the right group. (On 
the blackboard or on a poster have the 
following headings: One of Jesus’ 
Twelve Disciples; Traveled for Jesus; 
Worked for Jesus at Home. The names 
given out are those of the lesson char- 
acters: Mary, Andrew, Matthew, Mary 
and Martha, Thomas, Dorcas, John 
Mark, Silas, Lydia, Timothy, Aquila 
and Priscilla, Titus, Gaius. As each 
pupil places his name under the head- 
ing he thinks right, the class may judge 
its correctness. If it is right, it. may be 
fastened in place with tape. In con- 
nection with each name, review briefly 
what he or she did for the Lord Jesus— 
except Gaius.) 
I suppose you have often written or 
Teceived notes and letters. The mail- 











How to be money-wise 
and Christian too- 


Buy an annuity with atheart: 


You are wise to invest your money 
in an annuity because it is a safe 
and worry-free form of investment. 
You are truly Christian when you 
buy an annuity with a heart—an 
American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement. 

In this way you obtain a secure, 
regular, unchanging income, regard- 
less of world conditions—that begins 
immediately whatever your age— 
provides comfort for you all your 
life—and then goes on endlessly 





afterward to spread the Gospel to 
all the world, as Jesus commanded. 
You can start with as little as 
$100.00. Earnings, which are largely 
tax-exempt, go as high as 7.4%. 
Give and receive generously with 
an American Bible Society Annuity. 
Send coupon today. 
Prompt, full payments 


without fail 
fer over a century 






Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-91 








Zone State. 





End Worry | AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
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man takes some. Some you pass at 
school. Some you tear into little bits 
so no one else will read them! John 
wrote a letter to a friend. He sent it 
by a friend. It was not put into a 
wastebasket or torn into bits. Thou- 
sands and thousands have read it. (Pass 
an envelope containing the following to 
the pupil who had the name of Gaius: 
Dear Gaius, I love you very much. I 
wish that your body may be as well as 
your soul is. I was very happy to hear 
from the Christians who came here 
that you were living right. They told 
the whole church about your love—how 
you took them into your home and en- 
tertained them, even though they were 
strangers to you. They are coming to 
you again. I hope you will help them 
on their way as you would God Him- 
self. There are many things I would 
like to write. But I hope to see you 
soon, and we will talk then. Good-by. 
John. P.S. The friends here say Hello 
to you. Say Hello to each of my friends 
there.) I don’t think John would be 
ashamed to have someone find and read 
his note, do you? (Read the paraphrase 
in simple English, then find 3 John in 
the Bible, and read verses 1-6, 13, 14. 
One pupil may read a verse and ask 
another pupil to explain what it means.) 


Dorcas made clothes for poor folks. 
Aquila and Priscilla had church groups 
meet in their home, and told a man 
more about the Lord Jesus. Lydia and 
Gaius entertained Christian mission- 
aries. I wonder what you boys and 





girls can do for the Lord Jesus, like 
these stay-at-home Christians. (As the 
children make suggestions, list them on 
the blackboard. Be sure to include be- 
ing kind to strangers who are Chris- 
tians, although it may be well to warn 
against contact with unknown strangers 
on the street. Kindness to new chil- 
dren in school or Sunday school may be 
stressed. Encourage each child to 
choose a project for the week in kind- 
ness to someone who needs it—for the 
Lord Jesus’ sake. “Be not forgetful to 
entertain strangers” (Heb. 13:2, Memory 
Verse). Also remember Matthew 25: 
40. 

As the class leaves, the teacher may 
like to give each pupil an affectionate 
note commending his good points and 
suggesting areas for improvement or 
giving warning. The next quarter deals 
with Christian growth, and the teacher 
should be praying not only for himself 
or herself but for each pupil’s growth 
in knowledge and grace. Do pian to 
call in the home of each pupil, that you 
may know his background and problems 
more accurately, besides the effect that 
such concern usually has on the par- 
ents. Teachers grow as well as pupils! 
So make at least one leap in growth 
in some area during the coming quarter. 
Better yet, with each lesson, set your- 
self a goal for the week in growth on 
your own level as you challenge the 
children to growth on their level. See 
2 Peter 3:18. 
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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 24 
4. Stewardship of Love 
(Prov. 14:1; Eph. 5:25-28) 


Topics are copvrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OUR weeks ago, when the topic, 
“Musing on Amusements,” was con- 
sidered, some thought was given to the 
growing tendency among some young 
people to look upon the marvelous, 
God-given desires that God has im- 
planted in these bodies of ours and 
which He has intended should be used 
in the reproduction of the human race, 
as toys with which to play and find 
amusement. This week, we should see 
certain other aspects of what is called 
“love,” and determine which of these 
is real, and why it should be held as a 
stewardship. 
As seen before in this present series 
of topics on “Thresholds,” of which 
this week’s is the fourth and last, there 
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is of necessity some overlapping. Since 


Christ is Lord of all as last week’s 
topic. emphasized, it should not be diffi- 
cult to see this week that He is the 
source of wisdom for us as we stand on 
the threshold of finding a life partner 
and entering into marriage. 

The principles for ascertaining the 
will of God in this respect are the 
same as those that apply to every other 
problem that confronts us. However, 
strangely enough, we are often tempted 
to think that, while we need God’s di- 
rection in such matters as school prob- 
lems, finding a job, choosing a vocation, 
and the like, when it comes to love 
and marriage, we are the experts, and 
no one, not even God, can tell us what 
to do. We know—our hearts tell us. 
We forget, or we refuse to recognize, 
that the heart, even of a Christian, 
without the guiding, restraining, con- 
trolling hand of God, is deceitful and 
desperately wicked (Jer. 17:9). Only 
God can search out the intricate recesses 
of the human heart and reveal its true 
state. Left to ourselves, we can so 
easily be self-deceived. 

One of the contributing factors to 
this danger is that we misunderstand 
the stirrings of the desires of the body 
that begin in adolescence and continue 
on through adult life. They are in- 
tended by God to be the wonderful 
accompaniment to true love, to enhance 
and embellish it. Instead, some mis- 
take these for love itself. At the best 
they can be termed “emotion,” and as 
such they have a rightful place as an 
accompaniment to true love. But apart 
from real love, they become what the 
Bible calls “the lust of the flesh.” 

What is more, mere emotion and 
physical desire are unstable and fleet- 
ing. We see this in the “crushes” on 
one of the opposite sex that we may 
have gotten from time to time. A few 
years or even a few months later, we 
wonder why we ever had such thoughts. 
Only God can supply the control we 
need to steady us and to prepare us for 
real love for the one He has chosen for 
us—a love that is infinitely above mere 
infatuation or bodily attraction. 

Union with the one of God’s choice 
is not for a few weeks or- years, it is for 
life, and it demands something more 
lasting than emotion. True love is 
God-given, for God Himself is love. It 
cannot be weakened or marred by cir- 
cumstances, or trials, or physical 
change. It grows stronger and more 
wonderful as the days and years come 
and go, if the two who have become 
one trust God and daily go to Him with 
every problem and decision and joy, 
and let Him rule in their lives and in 
the home. 

So wonderful and sacred is the re- 
lationship between man and wife that 
God uses the relationship between 
Christ and the Church to picture it 
(Eph. 5:25-28). It must never be a 
trial and error matter, and it is a re- 
lationship that is not to be broken by 
divorce or separation throughout life 
(Matt. 19: 4-9). 

What a tragedy it is then to miss, 
through carelessness, or willfulness, or 
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SPONSOR ONE FOR ONLY 
PENNIES A DAY 


Bring joy to a needy Korean orphan — See the blessing to you 


For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you can bring a needy boy or girl Chris- 
tian love and care, food and shelter, also school tuition charged for in Korea. These 
children have heartbreaking stories and each longs for a loving “Daddy and 
Mommie” or “Big Brother or Sister.” Ask a friend to be a co-sponsor, $4 each, or interest 
your Sunday School or other Church or organization groups. 

Every day these children are taught the Bible, sing Christian songs and earnestly pray. 
They all attend Church and Sunday School and are led to receive Jesus Christ as their 
personal Saviour. What a wonderful opportunity to bring up a child to be a Christian 
leader in Korea! 


Save these Children— Victims of Tragedy 


Mrs. Kim, an orphanage superintendent, recently wrote, “This Yungkwan area is where 
sO many innocent people were killed by the Communists during the war. Many thousands 
were drowned in the sea and other thousands killed while trying to escape the bombard- 
ment from both sides. What a tragic scene it was when the ghastly battle was over! This 
left countless orphans. Daily they come to our Home asking for care. I cannot reject 
them for they would have to wander and starve. Please consider our desperate need 
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The orphan you select will know you are his or her sponsor. You get the child’s picture, 
life story and mailing address. You can write or send parcels any time you wish. Replies 
are prompt and in English. Sponsors are THRILLED and BLESSED with this personal 
contact. New sponsors are desperately needed to take in many more desolate children 
wandering the streets. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


The ESEA is caring for 
over 9000 orphans, 4848 North Leonard Drive Dept. ST-9 Chicago 31, Ill. 
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war widows. Its work 
is known widely be- 
cause its message has 
gone out month after 
month in various ways 
including publicity in 
this and numerous re- 
ligious and secular 
magazines. It serves 
more than 11 million 
meals each year. Help 
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haste, or misapprehension, God’s plan 
for a life partner. Rather, shall we 
not, as followers of the Lord Jesus, re- 
fuse to be deceived by the imitation 
and evil displays of so-called “love” 
that. we see all about us in these days, 
and by the mock marriages that litter 
the highway of life with broken homes 
and confused children. Shall we not 
trust God, the author of true love, to 
guide and control our thoughts and 
desires and to bring us to His chosen 
one for us, and help us with that one to 
establish a home that will be an honor 
to Him and an immeasurable joy and 
blessing to us. 


MILLVILLE, DEL. 
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companion course with full text. 
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DISTRESS OF HEBREW CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL 


come social outcasts. 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Our leader in Israel describes Hebrew Christians who come to his 
Bible Study classes. Some are elderly yet come from long distances. 
Some are poverty-stricken and depend upon us to help them. Their 
faith in Christ is unshakable. Because of their Christian testimony 
some have suffered the loss of relatives and friends and have be- 


Rev. F. writes, “I met some of those poor Hebrew Christians whom 
we are privileged to sustain and support, and I was truly encouraged 
and praised God for opening the hearts of Christians in America 
to help these needy people. Many of them live in temporary shelters 
with all the hardships and inconveniences, yet their faith is bright 
and shines like a light in darkness.” 


We urgently need your prayers and gifts to sustain this “light in darkness”—this faithful 
testimony of Hebrew Christians in Israel. Please send your gift to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
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Segregation and the Church 
(Continued from page 701) 


Some states maintain it by law, and 
some in defiance of law. 

The church is not required by law to 
maintain segregation, but many local 
churches practice segregation by choice, 
in spite of the basic Christian doctrine 
of the unity of all mankind under one 
Creator. All men are equally under 
the bondage of sin, and equally par- 
takers of the glorious redemption that 
is in Christ. 

It appears that there is a section of 
humanity which may be called “white” 
Christianity. Proponents of this view 
subordinate the demands of Christian- 
ity to their own racial aspirations. It 
does not occur to them that racism is 
not Christian. So deeply ingrained are 
the roots of racism in their outlook on 
life that it is difficult to stir their con- 
sciences to the point where they realize 
their inconsistency. Motivated by race 
myths, they can expel a brother in 
Christ and apparently feel they are do- 
ing the will of God. In the name of 
race they can close the door of fellow- 
ship to persons made in the image of 
God and cleansed by the precious blood 
of Christ. 

The alarming problem today is that 
the spirit of separation and human 
pride has found so comfortable a lodg- 
ing place within the framework of the 
Church. The writer is well aware of 
the efforts of those dedicated persons 
who are seeking to bring the Church 
into the field of human relations. I do 
not in the least wish to detract from 
their labors. It is with the enormity 
of the task that we are presently con- 
cerned. The pioneers in this field have 
done a wonderful job. But a wilder- 
ness of racial confusion lies ahead, and 
the task of clearing this wilderness re- 
quires the dedication and determination 
of an Apostle Paul. 

In our generation the citadels of sep- 
arateness (national and racial, with all 
the psychological and physical misery 
that accompany them) have been the 
objects of a mass offensive. At one 
time segregation flourished under the 
protective arm of state governments 
and the federal government. It still is 
sanctioned in some states, but the fed- 
eral government has been throwing its 
weight more and more on the side of 
the ideals of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Even though the church is the only 
organization with a built-in capacity 
to change social injustices from within, 
it is running behind other agencies 
which are active in teaching men to 
love their neighbors. The church en- 
joys constitutional rights and privileges 
which other agencies do not have. This 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
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is one of the church’s powerful re- 
sources which it can use, but which it 
has largely overlooked. 

One encouraging factor is that there 
are individual clergymen who have 
courageously led out in the fight for 
the exercise of love and justice. But 
the reaction from within the Church 
has been so violent and tragic in some 
instances that the ministry is fast be- 
coming a dangerous calling. It is good 
when courageous men proclaim the 
truth regardless of the consequences. 
But it is not good when these servants 
of God fear those who profess to be 
believers. 

The present racial climate does not 
seem to impress many Christians with 
its urgency. Unless the Church becomes 
more aware of the gap between the 
Gospel it proclaims and the racial sep- 
aration it maintains, we are all headed 
for a tragic day. The Church will not 
escape. At least half the solution lies 
in a recognition of the problem. 

We are all involved, and there is no 
escape. To move away from it, or to 
close one’s eyes to it, or to blame one 
race for it is not to solve it. However, 
we must strive not to increase the prob- 
lem by our efforts to provide a solution. 
It is hoped that the following sug- 
gestions will be received with Christian 
grace, since they are offered in that 
spirit. 

The Church must heed the words of 
the prophet, “To do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God” (Mic. 6:8). We must love God 
with all our hearts and our neighbors 
as ourselves. We must not exclude any 
race from the requirements of the above 
commandments. The Church must fear 
God more than the wrath of man. We 
must never withhold justice for fear 
that it will make men angry. 

The Church must in word and in deed 
reject with all vigor the idea of racial 
superiority and inferiority, and make 
practical the basic Scriptural teaching 
that God made all men from one. It 
must not seek to raise barriers God 
has broken down, nor to close doors 
God has opened. 

Making the above considerations prac- 
tical will mean that white churches will 
not be intent on establishing racial 
churches, but will receive into their fel- 
lowship (not just membership) all 
Christians without regard to race. Min- 
isters will be called without race being 
the determining factor. Jobs in the 
various agencies of the church will be 
given to qualified Negroes. Negro Chris- 
tians in general will not be paid to 
remain separate. 

The Church must strengthen the 
hands of those who are in the forefront 
of the struggle for human dignity. But 
More than that, the Church must take 
the lead in the struggle and give full 
Support to those courageous individual 
ministers, both white and black, who 
are committed to justice and truth. 

I wish a brighter picture could be 
drawn. But when one considers that 
nearly a century ago Gen. Robert E. 
Lee received the Lord’s Supper with a 
Negro at his side, and that today Ne- 
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groes are either ordered out or hauled 
out of the church, the question of “prog- 
ress” becomes acute indeed. And if 
past generations have passed on to us 
a problem they were not willing to face, 
let us not do our posterity the same 
disservice. 


The Purpose of God 
(Continued from page 703) 


became Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, has already been mentioned. 
Review the story of Moses. The record 
is silent as to his conversion to God 
and early fellowship with His people. 
Apart from noting a few details 
surrounding his birth, it abruptly com- 
mences with that day when Moses real- 
ized God’s people were slaves in Egypt 
and not free in their own land. He had 
to do something about this! On the 
basis of the defective ethics of Egypt 
and limited knowledge of God and His 
ways, he sought to amend matters. In 
seeking to identify himself with the 
purpose of God he bungled badly and 
had to flee Egypt, his life suddenly a 
total failure. But not quite! God saw 
in Moses a man concerned with His 
purpose. He followed him into the 
wilderness, watched over him, and after 
forty years in which Moses learned 
much of his own weakness and insuffi- 
ciency, met with him at a burning bush 
(Exod. 3). It was at this point that 
Moses stepped in a significant way into 
the school of God. The burning bush 
confrontation was God’s response to 
Moses’ concern. It. resulted in a trans- 
formed and productive life. Christians 
today should yearn for a “burning 
bush” experience with its accompany- 
ing assurance that they are deeply in- 
volved in the present purpose of God. 

Recall Elijah (1 Kings 17ff.). The 
Jewish people in his day had become 
so defiled by Baal worship that their 
apostasy extended to the loss of vir- 
tually all spiritual and cultural sepa- 
rateness from the heathen. Satan was 
succeeding in obliterating the people 
of God and thereby frustrating His pur- 
pose. 

Suddenly, almost too late, Elijah ap- 
pears. Admittedly, “a man of like na- 
ture with ourselves” (Jas. 5:17), he 
nonetheless knew and loved his God to 
the degree where he was capable of 
great personal sacrifice. He must do 
something! After prayer for guidance 
and strength he pressed to the fore and 
alone stood athwart the downward path 
his people were taking. He called them 
back to the worship of Jehovah. By 
his resolute stand, his prayers that 
caused rain to cease for more than three 
years, and his challenge of the priests 
of Baal on Mt. Carmel, he broke the 
back of Baal worship and launched a 
reformation movement that eventually 
penetrated the whole national life of 
Israel. By the time of his successor, 
Elisha, their “school of the prophets” 
had grown to considerable size. All 
will recall the account of the borrowed 
ax head lost while erecting a more 





Bible college. 

And yet, the real pathos and chief 
lessons of the story of Elijah come out 
of that dark period when his life was 
threatened and his heart overwhelmed 
with despair because of physical weari- 
ness and spiritual loneliness. He fled 
the place of duty. God had to pursue 
him that He might deal with his failure, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” His 
reply: “I have been very jealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts . . . the peo- 
ple of Israel have forsaken thy cove- 
nant ... and I, even I only,. am left” 
(1 Kings 19:13-18). In reply God told 
Elijah that he was not alone in Israel, 
There were seven thousand that had not 
bowed the knee to Baal! While this 
fact doubtless comforted Elijah, the real 
tragedy was that he had been largely 
unaware even of their existence. Ac- 
tually, the Old Testament has merely 
this statistical reference to them, noth- 
ing more. They did nothing to further 
the purpose of God, even though they 
had doubtless experienced the first or 
personal conversion to God Himself. 
Christians today should be warned by 
this lack of venturesomeness, and stim- 
ulated by Elijah’s virgorous participa- 
tion in that which was God’s primary 
concern. 

Hebrews 11 recalls many other Old 
Testament heroes of the faith whose 
sole claim to distinction was that they 


furthered the purpose of God. There 


were kings who fought against heathen 
incursions, Daniels who prayed that cap- 
tivities might end, Nehemiahs who built 
walls and temples, Ezras who guarded 
the purity and fidelity of God’s people. 
This they did in response to the prophets 
who continually confronted the nation 
with the obligation to put heart, 
strength, conscience, and will behind 
the purpose of God. The record even 
contains tributes to obscure women 
who prevailed by faith and sacrifice. 
Throughout the Old Testament period 
it was never right for the people of 
God to regard personal considerations 
as paramount. As Haggai so pointedly 
asked of his generation at a time when 
the Temple was only half-built, and 
work had lapsed for almost sixteen 
years: “Is it a time for you yourselves 
to dwell in your paneled houses while 
this house lies in ruins?” (Hag. 1:4.) 
The purpose of God must always come 
first. All can and should have a part in 
its attainment. During the Old Testa- 
ment era God noted with peculiar af- 
fection those who responded. It was they 
who made the continuation of the na- 
tion of Israel their concern and thereby 
made possible, on the human level, 
the coming of His Son, Jesus the Christ. 
He is no less interested today in those 
who relate themselves to His present 
purpose. 

As for His Old Testament purpose, 
in the end God won. “When the time 
had fully come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of woman, born under the law” 
(Gal. 4:4). There was the virgin 
mother, the manger in Bethlehem, the 
life lived in Galilee, and the death in 
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Jerusalem—all in one culture prepared 
by God for His redemptive work. 

A cursory reading of the Old Testa- 
ment reveals little divine concern for 
reaching out to the whole of mankind 
with a call to repentance and salvation. 
In contrast, it sanctions and records 
wars waged to annihilate heathen na- 
tions. Pagan peoples are portrayed as 
so Many temptations and threats put 
in Israel’s way by Satan to divert them 
from the pilgrim life of isolation from 
all non-Jews. 

And yet, throughout the Old Testa- 
ment there is abundant evidence of 
God’s redemptive concern for all men. 
They are all His creation. All come 
under His providential care. All are 
accountable to His moral government. 
All their idolatry and false worship is 
condemned. All nations are to profit 
from God’s dealings with Israel. There 
is little recorded evidence, however, of 
God’s compassion for those who do not 
know Him. Rather, the deep concern 
of the devoted people of God of that 
era is that it be abundantly clear to 
the nations that only Jehovah is Lord, 
and that all the idols are false. Oc- 
casionally one finds reference to the 
personal testimony of an _ individual 
Israelite to a pagan outsider, but by 
and large a great antipathy toward the 
heathen is a dominant Old Testament 
characteristic. 

One cannot appreciate this lack of 
missionary concern and activity apart 
from accepting the unique covenant re- 
lationship God established between 
Himself and Israel. He had chosen 
them to be His people and the vehicle 
through which His Son would come into 
the world. God has mercy on whom 
He wills to have mercy, and displays 
compassion on whom He will. The 
Apostle Paul faces this problem of 
God’s sovereign decrees in a very forth- 
right manner and then concludes, “Who 
are you, a man, to answer back to God? 
Will what is molded say to its molder, 
‘Why have you made me thus?’” (Rom. 
9:20). It is significant that Christ Him- 
self averred that God’s electing grace 
would provoke the hatred of the world 
against God’s people. “Because you are 
hot of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates 
you” (John 15:19). 

To return to the Old Covenant era: 
it must never be forgotten that its pur- 
pose was preparatory. Only in the 
writings of the prophets does the full- 
hess of the future purpose of God for 
the whole human family begin to 
emerge. The new age is ahead. It is 
related to the coming of Messiah. He 
will fully cleanse Israel, relate all to 
His ultimate purpose, judge the im- 
penitent, and eventually bring Salva- 
tion to the heathen. More often than 








No convert is too recent, too unin- 
structed, to bring others to Christ. Con- 
vinced in his own heart that Jesus is 
his Saviour, he can, with Philip, at least 
echo our Lord's own words to say, 


“Come and see.”—Record of Christian 
Work. 
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not, however, these predictions refer to 
the final, glorious events associated 
with Christ’s second coming. The idea 
of a long period of world-wide wit- 
ness during the interval between His 
two comings is not an Old Testament 
concept. This new thrust only began 
to be revealed by Christ after His resur- 
rection. 

(To be continued) 
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Scripture Art Calendars for 1962 


HE attractive and helpful Scripture 

Art Calendars for 1962 are now 
ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not 
only for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and church. Daily 
Scripture readings that follow the selec- 
tions of the American Bible Society 
encourage regular Bible reading. De- 
votional readings for each week, Bible 
verses for each day of the year, and 
memory selections help one to increase 
his familiarity with the whole Word 
of God. Titles and Scripture references 
are given each week for the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons. 

Sundays and holidays are indicated 
in red, small inserts showing the pre- 
ceding and following months are in- 
cluded with each month, and the phases 
of the moon are given. 

Full-color reproductions of well- 
known paintings illustrating incidents 
from the New Testament are the out- 
standing feature of the calendars. 
Teachers will find these helpful in mak- 
ing stories from the life of Jesus vivid 
and meaningful to their Sunday school 
classes, and many will find the cal- 
endars to be attractive additions to 
any room of the home because of this 
feature. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.50; 25 for’ $7; 50 for $12; 100 
for $22; they may be had by sending 
your name and address, along with your 
order, to: The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5. Just ask for the 1962 Scripture Art 
Calendar. 


SPECIAL RATES 
for September seashore vacation—when the air is 
crisp and the ocean warm! $10 per week per person; 
$15 for rooms with private bath. Write: 

HOTEL READING WILDWOOD, N. J. 
Phone 522-8288 ; 1 E. Oak Ave. 








Ourselves and Others | 
A dhtin aku ae 

oice selection ught- 4 
editorials on human relations; eiphal in de 
veloping and strengthening char- 
acter. vides material for discussion 
groups. A fine gift item. Attractive ait pa 
cover, 58 pages, 35 cents each; for $1. 
The Sunday School Times, 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of the cites eg 
Sese cumpiated and Jus oun am. nnow purchase exact cope the 

you can now at 
following low prices POSTP. 

















OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-9, Rowan, lowa 


THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAND 
“yr : 








and General 
, with two of our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord's oer 
for your cooperation, prayers and 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 


Rev. Lao Rosenberg, Founder 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 











NEW! Europe, Egypt & Holy Land Bargain Tours. 







By Clipper Jets —28 Days— Only $1,520 


Price for each of 2 passengers. Slightly 
more for 1 and less each for 3 or 4, All- 
nse. 8-Day Scandinavian extension 


Expe 
at small additional cost. Get details of Family 
Plan air fare savings. START ANY SATURDAY. 


Sights You Have Longed To See—LONDON, Windsor, Hampton Court, Eton, 
Buckingham Palace, Crown Jewels, Shakespeare Country, Oxford, Canterbury, etc. PARIS, 


Fontainbleau; ROME, Catacombs, Vatican, 
etc. CAIRO, Pyramids; BEIRUT, Baalbek; 
DAMASCUS, Dead Sea; JORDAN, JERU- 
SALEM, Samaria, Bethel, Bethlehem and 
many other sacred sites. TEL-AVIV; 
ATHENS; etc. VIENNA, sightseeing in city 
and country. Leave Vienna for New York the 
29th day and arrive Idlewild at 7:40 P. M. 
Send coupon for FREE 4-color Descriptive Folder 
UNIVERSAL TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc., Dept. $9 
100 West Monroe Street > Chicago 3, Illinois . 











Universal Travel Service, Inc. Dept. $9 
100 W. Monroe St., Chicage 3, Illinois 

Please send Free Descriptive Folder on your new 
All-Expense 28-Day Air Tours. 


Name ...ccccccccccccccosccese eeeecees eaeececceseeeesee 
Address...... eeecscees ev cccccccceces crsecsecees seccees 
City.. oeceees LONG. 55 SIG, segecee 
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TIMES BOOK REVIEWS 


Proving God. By Phyllis Thompson. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50.) In 
1933 Marshall Broomhall, nephew of 
Hudson Taylor, told the financial his- 
tory of the China Inland Mission up to 
that time in his book, Our Seal. Miss 
Thompson, former missionary to China 
and present editor of the English edi- 
tion of The Millions, traces it in this 
volume for the last twenty-five years. 
Though the incidents are of course dif- 
ferent, yet it is the same wonderful 
story of God’s miraculous provision for 
the work and workers of the Mission 
that has set the standard for scores of 
others. 

The value of the land and buildings 
in Shanghai, which was bought with a 
gift from Archibald Orr-Ewing, and 
which became headquarters in 1886, had 
multiplied nearly thirty-two times in 
1931 and helped to supply the needs of 
the CIM in the critical years that fol- 
lowed. This narrative follows the Mis- 
sion from the days of the Communists, 
when John and Betty Stam were mar- 
tyred, through the Japanese occupa- 
tion, and the final debacle when all 
had to leave. There are amazing stories 
of how food, money, clothing, and 
shelter were supplied; how local and 
overseas transportation was obtained 
when it seemed impossible; and finally 
how whole families were evacuated. 
Between the lines one can sense the 
wearying treks of the superintendents, 
the tiresome paper work, the loneliness 
caused by separations, and the down- 
right back-breaking hard work and long 
hours put in by those who, day and 
night, carried the burdens of the mis- 
sionaries. One outstanding difficulty 
was the terrifying fluctuation of the 
foreign exchange and the tailspins of 
the value of the American dollar; yet 
even this was not too great an ob- 
stacle for God, who continued to supply 
the desperate needs of the Mission. 

Miss Thompson, also the author of the 
biography of D. E. Hoste, writes well, 
and her story is not too long (128 
pages). As Christian workers and par- 
ents read this glowing testimony to 
what God has done for the CIM, under 
the worst possible conditions, they will 
be encouraged to believe that He can 
still do the same for them.—Philip E. 
Howard, Jr. 





Hawaiian Tour 
(Continued from page 698) 


the magnificent S. S. Lurline, of which 
the Matson Line is so proud. 

While at Hilo, the main town on the 
great volcanic mountain of Hawaii, 
(the volcanoes are inactive), the party 
will visit the historic Haili Church, and 
will hear from its pastor, the Rev. Paul 
E. Toms, something of the missionary 
work of the great pioneer missionary 
Titus Coan, who arrived in Hilo in 
1835; and started what was to be known 
as the “great awakening.” Queen Keo- 
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puolani was a convert of this pioneer 
missionary servant. 

Mr. Toms has been acquainted with 
the Times since childhood. He first 
went to Hawaii as a missionary of the 
Park Street Church of Boston, after 
graduating from the Fuller Theological 
Seminary, to the district of Kona on 
the other side of the island. It will be 
a rare privilege for the tour party to 
have a meeting in his Haili Church, to 
be made acquainted with early mis- 
sionary work there, and to visit the 
grave of Titus Coan. 

An attractive folder entitled “Hawaii,” 
which contains all details, including 
costs, is available. Send a card to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, Pa., and it will be sent at once. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout and will be pleased to 
have you join this happy party. 
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September 18 to 24 


Mon.—3 John, verses 1-8. 
A Follower of the Truth. 


Today our reading is in the shortest 
book in the Bible. Read carefully verse 
2, and ask yourself how well you would 
be physically if the prayer was an- 
swered for you. Gaius was saturated 
with the truth, and behaved in accord- 
ance with it, which every Christian 
should do. Every Christian parent can 
heartily agree with verse 4. In the fol- 
lowing verses we see how hospitable 
Gaius was, and how we ought to fol- 
low his example (v. 8). The entertain- 
ment of Christian workers will be a 
blessing to any home. 


Tues.—Philippians 1:27-30. 
A Life Worthy of the Gospel. 
Yesterday we had a good example of 
Christian conduct (or “conversation”), 
and now we have Paul’s inspired ex- 
hortation to it. If our practice does 
not fit our profession, this makes Chris- 
tians stumble, and worldly people 
scornful. True believers should be 
united, keep sound doctrine, and not be 
afraid of enemies of the Gospel. We 
must also remember that the Christian 
life is not just one of comfortable be- 
lief, but also involves suffering. We 
can stand it better when we realize it 
is for His sake. 


Wed.—2 Corinthians 13:5-13. 
Self-Examination. 
If you have to go down to clean out 
a dusty, dark cellar, you need a good 
light. So it is. with our own hearts: 
they are desperately wicked (Jer. 17: 
9), and we need the strong, pure light 
of the Word of God if we are going ‘to 
examine them properly. The more you 
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it, for He knows more than we do and 





read it—prayerfully—the more you will | |§|// 


see the hidden wickedness of your own a 
heart, and realize the need of Christ’s 
cleansing and keeping power. Paul 
speaks kindly here to the Corinthian 


believers, urging them to get right with 
God, and naming four things they 
should do (2 Cor. 13:11). We hear 
verse 14 so often as a benediction that 
we are likely to overlook its deep Se 
meaning. It tells us of the power of the 

Godhead, which will enable us to obey 

the commands of the Epistle, 


Thurs.—Ephesians 6:10-20. 
The Source of Spiritual Strength, 

Look carefully and you will find in 
this passage seven pieces of armor for 
the believer. Six are easy to find, by 
some overlook the seventh, which i 
“praying always,” and vitally 1 
tant. John Bunyan called this 
prayer.” Four times also some form 
the word “stand” is used. Here w 
have the picture of a soldier ful 
armed and constantly on guard (v. 
The key to the passage is, “Be s 
in the Lord” (v. 10). 


Fri—Hebrews 4:11-16. 
Holding Fast Our Confe 

While Christ has done all to save t 
yet there is a sense in which we bk 
to labor to experience the rest that | 
promised to believers. The two way 
by which we may do this are mentione 
in this section: the use of the Word ag 
the sword of the Spirit, and prayer to 
Him who was tempted as we are, un- 
derstands our feelings, and is both 
and willing to help us. Doubtless m 
of us need to grasp more fully, 
faith, His great love and compassi 
toward us. 


Sat.—Philippians 4:1-7. 
The Joy of Christian Se 
“Serve the Lord with gladness,” say 
the Psalmist (100:2). There are time 
when this seems impossible. The s 
of how to do it is found in our rea 
for today. Friction among workef 
spoils their joy, but even this can Bi 
overcome by “prayer and supplication.” 
Verse 6 says, “Let your requests t 
made known unto God.” Sometimes 
the only way to get our peace and je 
restored is to obey this literally, perf 
haps even make a list of our problems, 
and then lay them one by one before 
God in prayer. Then we can count on” 
the promise of verse 7. 


Sun.—1 John 3:19-24. 
Confidence Before God. 


Even if our heart does not condemn 
us, we may need to ask God to search 





































can see into its dark depths. Only a8 
He shows us what is wrong, and we put 
it away by His grace, and He cleanses 
our heart, can we have confidence in 
prayer. “If I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 
66:18); that is; if I am really looking 
with favor on sin and harboring it, ! 
cannot expect answers to prayer. Note 
the two important commands in ou 
lesson for today: believing on Christ, 
and loving one another. 
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